
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

APRIL 24, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, April 

24, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross  

Town Attorney: Kevin M. Bringewatt 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: D. Lee Bailey 

EMS/Fire Director: David Leath 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

Absent: Lloyd Austin and Carl M. Ellington 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Ross, Mayor 

Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items: The Board agreed by consensus to 

accept the agenda as presented. 

 

Approval of Minutes of March 19, 2014 Workshop and March 27, 2014 Regular Meeting:  

Upon the motion of Commissioner Newton, seconded by Mayor Biggers, the Board unanimously 

approved the minutes of the March 19, 2014 Workshop and the March 27, 2014 Regular 

Meeting. 

    

Consent Agenda: (a) Establish Summer Meeting Schedule for Board of Commissioners; (b) 

Authorize Manager to Increase Credit Card Limit; (c) Accept March Tax Collector’s 

Report; (d) Adopt Statement of Consistency and Reasonableness for #ZC14-1; (e) Accept 

Bids for FY14 Street Improvement Projects and Authorize Manager to Enter into Related 

Contract; and, (f) Adopt Resolution to Donate Vehicle to the Mint Hill Volunteer Fire 

Department:  Commissioner Ross asked that Item (b), Authorize Manager to Increase Credit 

Card Limit, be pulled for discussion. 

 

Upon the motion of Commissioner Newton, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board 

unanimously approved Consent Agenda Items a, c, d, e and f. (Copy filed with minutes of 

record.)   



Authorize Manager to Increase Credit Card Limit: Commissioner Ross asked Town 

Manager Welch for examples of purchases that were made on the Town credit card.  Manager 

Welch stated registrations for continuing education, conferences, supply parts and materials were 

often placed on these cards.  He stated, if approved, Naida Sergel, Finance Director, would only 

have to pay off the balance once per month.  He further stated the credit card must be signed out 

by Town Staff in order to gain access to the card.   

Upon the motion of Commissioner Ross, seconded by Commissioner Newton, the Board 

unanimously approved the request to have the credit card limit increased from $2,500 to $7,500. 

********** 

Mayor Biggers recognized and presented a Town pin to the following Boy Scouts in attendance 

from Troop 65 of Philadelphia Presbyterian Church: Caleb Chapman, Jordan Kinney, Erik 

Lamay, Grey Fandel, Banks Grubbs, Trey Shufford, David Luther, Glen Luther, Jason Lux, 

Nicholas Lux, Foster Chadwick, Jeremy Guandique, Juan Cuaras, Hunter Cowick, Jacob 

Pearson, Jonathan Goforth and Jack Gilmore.  The Troop Leaders were George and Helene 

Mueller. 

********** 

Public Comments**:  
Marianna Massey, 5730 Sugar Cane Court, thanked the Board for allowing her to speak.  She 

explained that she and her neighbors, in Oxfordshire, had complained many times about the 

property located at 6313 Lake Road.  The family shot (firearms) constantly and has a multitude 

of animals (e.g. geese, horses, donkeys, turkeys and goats) since December 2012.   The law 

requires these animals to be on 4 acres or more but currently they were located on the 1.5 acres.  

Ms. Massey stated two goats had attacked her dog and husband by breaking down the fence.  She 

stated Code Enforcement Officer, Margie Nichols, had been helping the surrounding neighbors 

and Ms. Nichols had contacted animal control on their behalf as well.  Rodents and possums 

were on the property too.  She appreciated the Towns help in this matter. 

 

Russell Davis, 2609 Fox Hollow Road, stated a complaint had been registered regarding stray, 

unleashed dogs in the area, on April 6, 2014.  Initially, the animal control officer issued 

violations for the animals that included a leash and permit violation.  The Animal Control officer 

then reversed the permit violation because the necessary paperwork was in place.  Mr. Davis said 

he owned seven Rottweiler dogs and six puppies.  He had bred Rottweiler’s for over 27 years 

and had never shown a profit.  He stated the dogs participated in dog shows.  He said his two 

closest neighbors had no issues with the dogs and he had statements from five neighbors that 

didn’t object to him having them on his property.  He asked that his property be “grandfathered 

in.” 

 

Judy Stewart, 700 Highway 49 South, stated these animals were show dogs and were extremely 

well taken care of.  She said they were well trained and there was no meanness in them; she 

guessed they could be mean but they weren’t.  She stated the dogs were her children. 

 

Brooklyn Ritch, 10409 Surry Court, stated she was the handler for the dogs at the dog shows.  

Her four year old sister was allowed to be around the dogs and they weren’t afraid for her safety.  

She stated the dogs did get out of the yard but they came home as soon as she called them.  She 

indicated she had been around “Rotties” all of her life as her mom was a rescue provider for dogs 



in need.  It really upset her to see people label breeds as mean because it was the owners that 

made them that way.  She concluded by saying a lot of people own Rottweiler’s. 

 

Bryce Davis, 2546 Fox Hollow Road, stated there was a declaration of covenants for Fox Hollow 

that forbids the breeding of dogs.  He was unable to find any registration with the County or 

State.  He stated his pregnant wife found the Rottweiler’s when they appeared on their back 

porch the day they escaped their yard.  He was concerned for the safety of his wife and children.  

Four shows in 27 years of breeding wasn’t a large number of shows, he said.  He found where 

the business was registered in 2011.  He asked the Board to take these things into account and to 

have mechanisms in place to control this type of behavior. 

 

Other Business/Council Matters: Commissioner Ross stated there were 189 EMS calls and 73 

fire calls for the month of March.  She indicated there were 836 year-to-date calls at of the end of 

the first quarter.  The Mint Hill Volunteer Fire Department (MHVFD) had accepted four 

individuals for full membership and had accepted five with a 90 day probationary period.  She 

conveyed appreciation from MHVFD for the donation of the Town vehicle.  She reiterated the 

MHVFD had been busy serving the community.  She reminded everyone of the May Movies; the 

first movie was going to be Frozen on May 2nd.  She stated since they had adopted the Summer 

Meeting Schedule (July 17
th

 and August 21
st
) they may want to consider going to one meeting 

per month since there appeared to be a lack of business.   

 

Commissioner Newton stated he had attended a Lions Club meeting and that things were running 

smoothly; there had been no Centralina Council of Government meeting. 

 

Mayor Biggers said Town Clerk, Michelle Farrar, would call the Commissioners to schedule the 

budget workshop and retreat.  He stated George Ayers had sent a note of appreciation for the 

excellent service provided at the shredding event held in Mint Hill on April 12, 2014.  In the 

note, Mr. Ayers noted the cheerful and courteous Mint Hill Police Department and Chamber of 

Commerce personnel who handled the traffic and provided assistance to the citizens.  Mayor 

Biggers stated Commissioners Ellington and Austin had contacted him to say they wouldn’t be in 

attendance.  Commissioner Ellington was attending senior night activities where his grandson 

was being recognized.   

 

Closed Session to Approve Closed Session Minutes from March 27, 2014: Upon the motion 

of Commissioner Newton, seconded by Commissioner Ross, the Board unanimously voted to go 

into closed session to approve the Closed Session Minutes of March 27, 2014.  No 

announcement was expected.   

 

Following closed session, the Board returned to open session. 

 

Adjournment:  Upon the motion of Commissioner  Ross, seconded by Commissioner Newton, 

the Board unanimously agreed that the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

meeting at 7:28 p.m. 

 

 _____________________________ 

Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


